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‘OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men ander the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” : 


“Congress shall have power te enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


[Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Intréduced in the Senate March 10, 1983, 
by SmanaTOR JOHN G. TOWNSEND, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, 1938, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LupLOw, Indiana. 


Equal Rights 


Hope Centers in Uruguay 


OT so many years ago a Pan American Conference of Women was held 
N in Baltimore under the auspices of the National League of Women 
Voters. Among the outstanding women on the program were Lady 
Nancy Astor and Mabel Walker Willebrandt, who was then an Assistant 
United States Attorney-General. 


Both were young, attractive and keenly intellectual. The United States 
delegates could not help taking an intense pride in the fact that these two 


brilliant young women claimed this country as their birthplace. Compara- 


tively speaking, it looked as if the United States was a pretty good place to 
have been born in. 


However, this feeling was strongest before representative women from the 
other republics.of Pan America had had a chance to report. When they al 


the United States delegates learned that the laws of some South Americ 


republics were fairer to women than those of the United States and that 


among the countries where women’s rights seemed to most closely approxi- 
mate those of men was Uruguay. 


That, of course, makes it tremendously gratifying that the Seventh Pan 
1 Conference is to meet in Montevideo. It is to be hoped that the 
same beneficent influences that protected the women of Uruguay from the 
more serious discriminations which have blocked the progress of women else- 
where will also be at work in behalf of the efforts of the Inter American 


Commission of Women to have women raised to legal equality with men—in 


Pan America and in the world. 


Mary Beard Revalues 8 


ECAUSE history has been written almost entirely by men, it has recorded 
B men’s exploits. Woman's contribution to our civilization has been 
almost wholly omitted. Wars, conquests, political strife, the opening 

of the wilderness, the building up of an economic system have been heralded — 
as men’s business in which women had no share But women, unannounced, 
without the blare of trumpets, have steadily and intelligently taken part in 
the development of our nation. How valuable their influence has been, how 


important their contribution, is realized by few merely because their achieve- 


ments have not been recorded and because their comments on public affairs 
have not been given publicity. 


Now Mary Beard has given us “America Through Women’s Eyes,” a ook 
lection of letters, diaries and writings of American women, showing how 
vital was their interest in the affairs of their country and how their work and 
influence shaped public opinion. We are grateful to Mrs. Beard for giving us 
this interesting record. Every woman should read it. 


We, however, would not have chosen from source material as Mrs. Beard 
has chosen. She has barely mentioned the Woman's Rights movement which 
we consider one of the most powerful influences in changing publie opinion 
and developing our democratic institutions. Without an organized Feminist 
movement, woman's important role would never have been recognized. Our 
two most prominent Feminists, Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton, are given a very insignificant place by Mrs. Beard. Susan B. Anthony 
is not mentioned in connection with the Feminist movement, but as com- 
menting on the aims of the Civil War. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who during 
her lifetime was regarded as the great statesman of the Woman's Rights 
movement, and whose speeches and writings commented so intelligently and 


- forcefully upon every important phase of our national life, is quoted merely 


in a minor way regarding the Civil War and in eulogy of Lucy Stone and 
Lucretia Mott. No mention is made of the first Woman’s Rights Convention 
called by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott in Seneca Falls in 1848, 
nor of the historic resolution proposed at this convention by Elizabeth Cady 


Stanton against the protests of her most Bernt frienda—the first public, 
formal demand for woman suffrage. 


“Lifting woman into her proper place in the scale of being,” said Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, “is the mightiest revolution the world has yet known.” We 
agree with her, and maintain that Mrs. Beard hag not given this revolution 
its proper emphasis. | 

There are in our opinion two other startling omissions in Mrs. Beard’s 
book— Emma Willard's important contribution to the development of the 


higher education of women and Margaret Sanger’s courageous crusade for 
birth control. 
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Del. November 4 and 5, 1933, by the Committee 


on International Relations 


HE Committee on International 

Relations submits the following re 

port of its work since September, 
1930. 

The work of the Committee has con- 
sisted in assisting, wherever possible, the 
movement for an Equal Rights Treaty, 
and in opposing any international or 
regional treaty, or any international code 
of law, discriminating against women. As 
the Woman’s Party is not itself an inter- 
national organization, the committee has 
conducted its international work prin- 
cipally by aiding in the formation of inter- 
national groups to carry forward the 
Equal Rights campaign and by coop- 
erating with the Equal Rights activities 


of existing international feminist organi- 


zations, 

During this period the Committee has 
given considerable effort to securing the 
creation of three international bodies with 
Equal Rights as their object. They are: 

I. The Women’s Consultative Commit- 
tee on Nationality, created by the League 
of Nations’ Council in January, 1931. This 
Committee is the only Committee that has 
ever been created by the League of Na- 
tions to advise upon a question concern- 
ing the status of women. The committee 
has held a number of meetings in the 
League of Nations Building, Geneva. Its 
reports to the League of Nations Assem- 
bly have been printed as League docu- 
ments and distributed to the governments 
composing the League. Six members of 
the Woman’s Party have served at differ- 
ent times, representing different organi- 
zations, upon the Woman’s Consultative 
Committee. They are Madeline Doty, Lola 
Maverick Lloyd, Lilian von Matsch, Alice 
Paul, Doris Stevens, and Margaret 
Whittemore. 

II. The Advisory Committee on Con- 
ditions of Women’s Labor of the Inter- 
national Labor Office of the League of 


Nations, created by the governing body of 


the International Labor Office in 1932. 
The creation of this Advisory Committee 
has given the supporters of equality in 
industry an opportunity, for the first 
time, to be heard with regard to the policy 
of the International Labor Office on labor 
legislation for women. Through the efforts 
of the Woman’s Party, a member of the 
Woman’s Party Council, Burnita Shelton 
Matthews, was invited by the governing 
body of the International Labor Office 
to become a member of this Advisory La- 
bor Committee. | 

III. The Equal Rights International, 
created in 1930. This is an international 


* 


organization whose object is to obtain 
Equal Rights for men and women through- 
out the world, and, in particular, to ob- 
tain an Equal Rights Treaty for the 
world. This organization now has perma- 
nent headquarters at Geneva and is carry- 
ing on a campaign from Geneva for the 
adoption of the Equal Rights Treaty by 
the League of Nations. Three members of 
the Woman’s Party Committee on Inter- 
national Relations have served on the 
Executive Committee of the Equal Rights 


International: Madame von Matsch, Miss 


Paul and Miss Whittemore. 


In addition to its share in the creation 


of these three bodies, each of which is now 
making a contribution of its own to the 
feminist movement, the Committee on 
International Relations took a consider- 
able part in the campaign with the League 
of Nations Assemblies in 1930, 1951, 1932 
and 1933, in the effort to remove the dis- 
eriminations against women from The 
Hague Nationality Convention, which was 
adopted in 1930 under the auspices of the 
League of Nations as the beginning of the 
League’s program for the codification of 
international law. In each of these as- 
semblies a resolution was passed giving 
a certain measure of recognition to the 
equality principle in nationality. These 
resolutions and the accompanying speeches 
in the Assembly have played a part in 
preventing, up to the present, at least, the 
adoption of an international code of law 
discriminating between men and women. 


These resolutions are the only ones that 


have ever been adopted by the League on 
the subject of equality between men and 
women, 

In addition to the work carried on at 
Geneva, the Committee has co-operated 
with the various feminist organizations 
of the world, wherever possible, in the 
promotion of the Equal Rights movement. 
Two members of the Woman’s Party Com- 
mittee,-for instance, Miss Paul and Miss 
Whittemore, served on the Joint Nation- 
ality Committee of International Wom- 
en’s Organizations. Several members of 
the Committee on International Relations 
have served on the Nationality Committee 
of the Inter American Commission of 
Women. They are Madame von Matsch, 
Miss Paul, Mrs. Rogers, and Miss Whitte- 


‘more. Miss Stevens, another member of 


the Committee on International Relations, 
has made an unusually big contribution 
to the feminist movement by her work as 
Chairman of the Inter American Commis- 
sion of Women. 

The members of the Committee have 


also attended numerous national and 
international conferences in the interest 
of Equal Rights. To name a few in- 
stances: Emily Smith represented the 
Woman’s Party at the Biennial Conven- 
tion of the Open Door International at 


Stockholm, and was also a speaker on the 


international work of the Woman's Party 
before the American Women's Club in 
Paris. Lola Maverick Lloyd represented 
the Woman's Party at the last annual 
meeting in Vienna of the Austrian Wom- 
an's Party. Betty Gram Swing has rep- 
resented the Woman's Party upon many 
occasions at meetings in London and in 
Ireland and also represented the Woman's 
Party at the meeting of the Institut 


de Droit International in Cambridge, 
England. 


The members of the Committee have 
taken a large share in the drafting of the 
three reports in support of equality in 
nationality sent to the League of Nations 
Assembly by the Women's Consultative 


Committee of the League, which reports 


have since been distributed as League 
documents to the governments cémposing 
the League. Mrs. Lloyd and Miss Paul 
served as members of the Drafting Com- 
mittees which drew up these reports. 


Members of the Committee on Interna- 


tional Relations have also served on the 
Committee which has drafted the nation- 
ality report for presentation: by the Inter 
American Commission of Women at the 
coming conference at Montevideo. Among 
those who have been particularly active 


in the preparation of this report are Miss 


Paul and Mrs. Rogers. 


The Committee also took a considerable 
share in initiating the campaign for the 
World Court Equality Reservation and 
contributed $1,000 toward the campaign 
carried on in Washington in behalf of the 
World Court Reservation, under the chair- 
manship of Iris Calderhead Walker. 


The Committee also assisted in the work 
for an equal nationality measure in the 
Congress of the United States, because of 
the bearing of such a measure upon the 
League of Nations project for a World 
Code of Law with nationality as its open- 
ing section. This campaign resulted in 
the passage of a bill by the Senate last 
March, shortly before the close of Con- 
gress, removing all discriminations 
against women in the nationality laws of 
the United States and in a favorable re- 
port of a similar bill by the Immigration 
Committee of the present House of Rep- 
resentatives. This measure is now pend- 
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ing before the House and early considera- 
tion has been assigned to it by the Steer- 
ing Committee of the House. 

During the period covered by this re- 
port, the Woman’s Party has affiliated 
with the International Council of Women 
by becoming a member of the National 
Council in the United States, and is rep- 
resented on the Board of the National 
Council by Florence Bayard Hilles. It 
has affiliated with the Open Door Inter- 
national and a Woman’s Party member, 
Ruth van der Litt, served for a consid- 
erable time on the International Board 
of the Open Door International. The 


Woman’s Party has also affiliated with. 


the Pan Pacific Woman’s Association, 
through the United States Mainland Com- 
mittee, and two members of the Woman’s 
Party, Mrs. Clarence Smith and Adelaide 
Stedman, are members of the Mainland 


Committee. The Woman's Party has 
voted to affiliate with the Equal Rights 


International but has not yet taken the 
final steps in connection with this affilia- 
tion. 


The Committee has raised and spent 
altogether $23,029.54 on the international 
work, as thown in its financial report. 
All of this was raised or given by mem- 
bers of the Committee without aid from 
the national treasury of the Woman’s 


Party excepting a gift of $250 from the 


Investment Committee. Those who have 
helped particularly by their contributions 
to the international work have been Mrs. 
Belmont, who gave the largest single con- 
tribution, and Mrs. Berliner, Mrs. Kent, 
Miss May, and Mrs. Rogers, each of whom 
generously gave $1,000. 

Finally we wish to state that as the 
Woman's Party is now connected with a 
considerable number of international 
organizations devoted to the Equal Rights 
cause, it would seem that in the future 
the Woman’s Party’s international work 
could be carried on through those various 
international bodies and that it would 
not any longer be necessary to attempt 


to do very much international work 


through the Woman’s Party directly. 
In concluding, the Chairman would like 


Equal Rights 


to express her gratitude to the members 
of the committee. Mrs. Lloyd, Madame 
von Matsch, Emily Smith, Miss Stevens, 
Mrs. Swing, Mrs. John Jay White, and 


Miss Whittemore have all helped, some 


of them for months at a time, at the 
Geneva headquarters. Mrs. Lloyd, Mrs. 
Smith, Mrs, Swing and Miss Whittemore 
have given most valuable help by attend- 


ing conferences in other parts of Europe. 


Mrs. Berliner, Mrs. Dixon, Mrs. Kent, 
Miss May, and Mrs. Rogers have helped 
to make the campaign possible by their 


financial support at home. Mrs. Rogers 


has not only given most generous financial 


assistance but she has also helped with 


the nationality report which has just been 
prepared for the Conference of American 
Republics at Montevideo. To each of these 
and to the many others who have helped 
to carry forward the international work 
of the Woman’s Party during this period, 
the chairman extends her very sincere 
gratitude and appreciation. 


(Signed) 


Wish Godspeed Doris 


RAMA in full measure, packed 
D down and overflowing, marked the 
departure of Doris Stevens, Chair- 

man of the Inter American Commission of 
Women, on Armistice Day, 1933, from 
New York to Montevideo, to attend the 


Seventh Pan American Conference which 


opens in the Uruguayan capital Decem- 
ber 3. 

Those who boarded the hina American 
Legion for a greeting and a word of fare- 
well fully realized that they were taking 
part in a history-making event. Some 
had just recently attended the Biennial 
of the National Woman’s Party in Wil- 
mington, Delaware, where the agenda had 
dealt with the securing of Equal Rights 
for the women of the United States. In 
New York, horizons had widened out to 
include North and South America—per- 
haps, it was fervently hoped, the world. 

Through the courtesy of the Munson 
Line, the dining salon of the liner had 
been roped off to enable Miss Stevens to 


greet her friends and fellow-feminists. “ 


The deputation had been arranged by the 
New York City Branch of the National 


Woman’s Party and included not only 


members of the Woman’s Party, but also 
leading spirits in other prominent wom- 
en’s organizations and individual women 
of prominence. 

To those who requested a word of fare- 
well, Miss Stevens said: 

“We are going on a supremely impor- 
tant mission. We are going to ask the 
Conference to take steps to end here and 
now in the Americas the legal subjection 


of women. No other single act which the 


Conference can do would 80 revolutionize 
human relations. 

We have worked very hard for the last 
five years with very little money, on a 
survey comparing the rights of men and 
the rights of women in all the couifitries 
of the Pan American Union. The survey 
shows that women in every republic, in- 
cluding the United States, suffer appall- 
ing handicaps as property owners, as mar- 
ried women, as mothers, as citizens, It 
also shows that women have fought for, 
and won, substantial gains, but at such 
a slow pace! 

“We are taking with us twenty-one re- 
ports, one for each country, and a twenty- 
second, a report on nationality. However, 
we know that painstaking research rarely 
moves a Conference to act. We count 
rather on the awareness of the need for 
bringing about equality on the part of the 
leading jurists and statesmen of this 
hemisphere. The Pan American Confer- 


ence is already formally committed to 
establishing equality.” 


Jane Norman Smith, of New Vork, 


speaking for the Woman's Party group, 
said: 
“Some of us who are here today remem- 


ber the day five years ago when a group 


of women from the Americas under your 
leadership appeared before the Sixth Pan 
American Conference in Havana to ask 
for the recommendation of a treaty which 
would give to women Equal Rights with 
men in the western hemisphere. 


“The Sixth Conference recognized the 


right of women to have a voice in their 
own affairs by creating the Inter Ameri- 
can Commission of Women. 


We have come here today to express 
our appreciation of the tremendous piece 
of work which has been done by the Com- 
mission since that time—the exhaustive 
research of the laws of the 21 republics 


of the western hemisphere as they relate 


to women, the research and report on 


nationality laws made by Miss Paul, and 


the magnificent work done by Miss Paul 
and you in connection with The Hague 
Conference on the Codification of Inter- 
national Law, and at Geneva, in behalf of 
a nationality convention having no dis- 
tinctions based upon sex. 

“In wishing you succéss at Montevideo, 


we know that we are speaking for the 


great majority of thinking men and 
women in the United States who believe 
that women should be treated as respon- 


sible human beings. In demanding Equal 
Rights for women, you are asking for 


justice, not for one country or for one 
race, but for all of the women of Pan 
America.” 

Mrs. Smith was followed by Olive Stott 
Gabriel, president of the National Ass0- 
ciation of Women Lawyers, who said: 

“I represent the National Association 
of Women Lawyers and have come here 
today to wish you God-speed. We women 
lawyers realize that you have the knowl- 
edge and understanding with which to 
work for equality for women and we want 
you to know that you have our „5 
as you always have had it.“ 

Margaret Benoit, representing the 
Zonta Club of New York, said: 

“I wish to concur in everything that 
Mrs. Gabriel has said. We wish you every 


success at Montevideo.” 
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Mary A. Murray, representing the 
Brooklyn - Manhattan Transit Railroad 
Women’s League and the thousands of 


-wage-earning women in the National 


Woman’s Party, said: 
“We working women, who know the 
value of equal opportunity for women, 


want you to know that the working 


women of America who care about justice 
to women are back of you. We urge you 
to demand equal labor laws for the women 
of all of the 21 republics. If we women 
workers are to have any jobs at all, the 
laws under which we work must be equal 
for men and women. If they apply to 
women alone, they will soon drive us out 
of industry. Our sister workers in the 
Latin American countries are no doubt 


facing the same problems that confront 
us here in the United States, so again we 
urge you to work for equality in indus- 
trial laws. If you need any help back 
here, working women stand ready to sup- 
port you.” 

The Inter American Commission of 
Women was officially established by the 
1928 Pan American Conference to make 
recommendations as to how to establish 
Equal Rights between men and women. 

On her mission to Montevideo Miss 
Stevens was accompanied by Anne Carter, 
member of the Research Committee of the 
Commission and Spanish scholar; and 
Fanny Bunand-Sevastos, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Commission. Ella Riegel of 
Philadelphia, internationally known femi- 
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nist, left last week for Montevideo to open 
the Commission’s Conference Headquart- 
ers in the Legislative Palace at Monte- 
video. The Mexican Commissioner, Sefiora 
Magarita Robles de Mendoza, has also 
sailed. She accompanied the delegation of 
the Mexican Government last week. They 
will be joined at Montevideo by Latin 
American Commissioners, conspicuous 
among whom will be Marta Vergara, dis- 
tinguished Chilean feminist, who with 
Miss Stevens led the fight in 1930 at The 
Hague against the unequal nationality 
treaty sponsored by the League of Nations. 
Word has also been received that Abi- 
gail Mejia de Fernandez of Santo Do- 
mingo will join the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women at Montevideo. 


New Chairman Defines Party Aims 


ARAH T. COLVIN, National Chair- 

man of the Woman’s Party, upon 

taking office, defined at the National 
Council meeting held at Alva Belmont 
House, the National Headquarters of the 
Party in Washington, November 18, 1933, 
the aims of the Woman’s Party, as fol- 
lows: 

“1, The National Woman’s Party af- 
firms the principle of equal work and 
stands against any differential of wages 
based upon sex differences. In accordance 
with this principle, the National Woman’s 
Party seeks to insure the embodiment of 
this principle in the N. R. A. codes for 
workers in various industries now in op- 
eration and being set in operation. 


“wild talk” lately about women’s 

work being the cause of much of the 
unemployment among men, writes Leonora 
de Alberti, under the heading “The Eco- 
nomic Depression and the Employment of 
Women” in the August number of “The 
Catholic Citizen” of which she is the 
editor. The Citizen is the organ of St. 
Joan’s Social and Political Alliance of 
London. 


[cia has been a great deal of 


Miss de Alberti writes: 

It has been suggested, quite seri- 
ously, that women should be pre- 
vented by law from engaging in paid 
employment, or if not all women 
then at least married women should 
be excluded from the labor market. 
We welcome, therefore, with keen 
pleasure, Mme. Thibert’s articles on 
this question, which under the above 
title appeared in the International 
Labor Review (vol xxvii, April, May, 
1933), and have now been reprinted 
in pamphlet form. Mme. Thibert is 
on the staff of the Research Section 
of the International Labor Office, and 
examines the question dispassion- 


“2. The Woman's Party seeks to define 


and develop a just and intelligent concept 


of woman’s status as a worker and a 
wage earner, affirming the right of any 
and all women to engage in occupations 
of their choice and reaffirms as a cardinal 


principle equal pay for equal work, urging 


that all legislation apply to workers as 
such regardless of sex difference. 


“3. The Woman’s Party seeks to re- 
move all legal discrimination based upon 


sex difference and to secure for all women wyprg. Harvey W. Wiley, 
Equal Rights with men before the” law Burnita Shelton Matthews. 


and to this end proposes a constitutional 
amendment granting Equal Rights to all 
citizens.” 3 


ately, and with knowledge. By cold 
statistics she demonstrates the ab- 
surdity of blaming the woman worker 
for the high figures of unemployment 
obtaining in most countries, and that 
much of the work done by women 
could not be done by men. “It would 
be obviously impossible to replace a 
children’s nurse by an unemployed 
glazier or mason, and it would even 
be difficult to substitute tailors and 
hatters for dressmakers and milli- 
ners.” 

The right to work, to earn one’s 
livelihood is not an exclusive pre- 
rogative of men, but a fundamental 
right of every human being; to de- 
prive women of work that men may 
be employed is to deny this right. 
Nor does it abolish unemployment, 
it is in fact robbing Peter to pay 
Paul. | 

But since the proposal to abolish 
paid employment for women has been 
put forward as a remedy for the 
economic situation, Mme. Thibert asks 
whether this is possible, and what 
would be the effect? It is obviously 
useless to do battle, she tells us, for 
a plan which is quite impracticable. 
She then gives the result of investi- 
gations made in various countries. 


Mrs. Colvin then appealed to the mem- 


bers of the Council to give their efforts 


to the accomplishment of these aims. The 
Council made plans for the work for the 
coming Congress. Those present at the 


meeting, in addition to Mrs. Colvin, were: 
Florence Bayard Hilles, Maud Younger, 


Edith Houghton Hooker, Laura Berrien, 
Anita Pollitzer, Rebekah Greathouse, 
Nina E. Allender, Mrs. Merritt O. Chance, 
Mrs. Dwight Clark, Edwina Avery, Jane 
Norman Smith, Iris Calderhead Walker, 


It was also decided to launch a cam- 
paign immediately to secure 50,000 new 
members within the next year. 


Women Do Not Work for Fun 


In Germany, for instance, the census 
for 1925 gave the number of women 
engaged in paid employment as 11, 
478,000. Of these 6,802,000 were un- 
married, 1,030,000 were widows or 
divorced, and 3,645,000 were married. 
There could be no question of exclud- 
ing from the labor market the 7,832, 
000 women and girls dependent on 
their work for their livelihood, and 
often with dependents to support. Of 
the 3,645,000 married women, 2,501,- 
335 were helpers in the family busi- 
ness, such as the wives of f 
shopkeepers, etc., who could not be 
touched by legislation, nor could it 
affect independent women workers, of 
whom there were 309,160. A further 
analysis of the occupations in which 
married women were employed 
showed that at the utmost some 200,- 
000 women could be replaced by men, 
others put the figure at 80,000. Could 
this reasonably be proposed, asks 
Mme. Thibert, as an effective remedy 
for unemployment which counted at 
the time 4,380,000 victims, and was 
subsequently to become considerably 
worse? 

The same conclusions have been 
reached in a number of other coun- 
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tries after a careful analysis of the 


facts. Enquiries carried out in the 
United States, in Austria, Germany 
and elsewhere clearly proved that in 
some countries 90 per cent. of mar- 
ried women are driven to work from 
economic necessity, in others the per- 
centage is even higher, In Austria 
95.3 per cent. of these women replied 
that they would stay at home if they 
could. These direct enquiries, Mme. 
Thibert points out, make it easier to 
realize the loss the working classes 


Women for a Coroner's Jury 


HE POLICEWOMEN’S RE 
London, England, reports that for 

the first time since the passing of the Sex 
Disqualification (Removal) Act in 1919, 
which gave women an equal right with 
men to serve on juries, women have been 
summoned to service at a coroner’s court. 
This is at Battersea, where they will sit 


at the next inquest held there. Some 


years ago a woman was summoned for a 
City of London inquest, but did not 
actually sit for the case. The Review 


also calls attention to the fact that in 


his book, “A Frenchman Looks at Regula- 
tion,” Professor Paul Gamahling includes 
the institution of women police among 
his six practical proposals for his own 
country in dealing with prostitution. 


New Zealand's First Women M.-P. 
LIZABETH McCOMBS, widow of the 
former member, James McCombs, has 
been returned for the seaport constituency 


of Lyttleton, New Zealand, by a majority 
of two thousand votes. She had previ- 


ously stood for Parliament in the Labor 
interest, and is now one of the Labor 
representatives on the Christchurch City 
Council. 

New Zealand, the first independent 
country in the world to give votes to 
women, has waited forty years before ad- 
mitting women to Parliament, although 
they were made eligible for election in 
1919. 


Indian Women and Equal Rights 
HE following resolution has been sent 
by St. Joan’s Social and Political Alli- 

ance (formerly Catholic Woman’s Suf- 

frage Society) of London to the chairman 
of the Joint Committee on Indian Con- 
stitutional Reform. It is based on the 

Memorandum 2 issued by the Women’s 

Indian Association: 

St. Joan’s Social and Political Alliance 
supports the main demands of the three 
All India Women’s Associations, namely: 
1. That a statement declaring the equal- 
ity of men and women as a Fundamen- 

tal Right should find a place in the 
Constitution Act. 

2. That as a temporary measure until 
such time as universal adult franchise 
can be introduced, the following quali- 
fications for the enfranchisement of 


would suffer if married women were 
robbed of their right to work. She 
says that it may well be asked 
whether it would not bring about a 
considerable fall in the standard of 
living in the working classes, and re- 
sult in the family being forced down 
to a bare subsistence level, besides 
giving rise to a number of other eco- 
nomic evils. The State would be com- 
pelled to take over the maintenance 
of all widows and orphans, condem- 
ning then to a life of poverty on an 


Feminist Notes 


women be recognized: (a) literacy 
(ability to read and write in any lan- 
guage) for voters to the Provincial 
Councils as well as for the voters to 
the Federal Legislature; (b) the prop- 
erty qualification proposed in the 
White Paper be adopted for both the 
Provincial Councils and Federal Legis- 
lature; (c) that adult franchise be 


UNIFORM REGULATIONS 
Bureau of the Budget 
Washington 


November 4, 1933. 
Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, 
National Chairman, 
National Woman’s Party, 
Alva Belmont House, 
Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mrs. Hilles: 


The President has referred to me for 
consideration your letter of September 26, 
with regard to the formulation of rules 
and regulations te secure uniformity 


out the v xecutiv. depart. 


the application of the provisions of section 
9 (a) of the Independent Offices Appro- 
priation Act, 1934, relating to furloughs. 

The matter of these regulations is now 
under consideration. I am glad to have 
the suggestions contained in your letter 
and can assure you that they will have 
careful attention. 


immediately adopted in urban areas in- 
stead of enfranchising wives of voters 
possessing property qualifications. 
3. That it be definitely stated that women 
should be equally eligible with men for 
the membership of the Upper House. 
4. That a direct system of election for 
women for the Federal Assembly be 
adopted, of the indirect system pro- 


posed for the filling of reserved seats. 


5. That the reservation of seats in the 
Provincial and Federal Legislatures 
be opposed, and also the introduction 

of communal distinctions in the ranks 
of women be strongly condemned. 


Equality Sought in Santo Domingo 
EPORTS in Dominican newspapers 
tell of a recent interview of the Presi- 

dent, General Rafael L. Trujillo, by a 

committee from the Accién Feminista, 

which resulted in an announcement of a 

trial election next year, 1934, in which 

women may vote. The committee placed 
in the hands of the President suggestions 
for necessary reforms in the election law 
for taking the electoral census of women. 
The women of the Dominican Republic 


Equal. Rights 


allowance that must necessarily’ be 
meagre. Driven from employment in 
factories, shops, and offices, a great 
many women would carry on some 
clandestine trade at home. “The re- 
sult would be the development of the 
most undesirable form of paid em- 
ployment—employment at starvation 
wages, which drags down other wages 
by its competition.” Mme. Thibert’s 
devasting facts and arguments should 
silence much of the wild talk of anti- 
feminists. 


have been advancing rapidly of late to- 
ward equality. Revolutionary changes 
have been made in the marriage laws and 
features of the Napoleonic Code navy been 
eliminated. 

Since the beginning of the Dominican 
Republic in the year 1844, the women of 
that country have been sharing equally 
with men all the burdens and anxieties of 
the new order. President Trujillo, who is 
a forward-looking executive, has not 
failed to note this patriotic service, and 
it is confidently expected that the trial 
suffrage in 1934 will be followed speedily 


by a guarantee of all political ~~ to 
women. 


Woman Physician 


R. CAROLINE B. PALMER, clinical 
professor of surgery at Stanford Uni- 
versity, California, is the recipient of a 
scroll of recognition for meritorious serv- 
ice in anesthesia, granted by the Interna- 
tional Anesthesia Research Society. The 


honor has been conferred on Dr. Palmer 
for her indefatigable efforts here and 


abroad for the adoption of the principle 
that patients should be trusted only to 
anesthetists who had been fully trained 
to meet emergencies. 

8 Dockers Preferred 
HE DUNDEE COURIER (England) 
records that recently women dock- 
ers worked alongside men in the hold of 
the Danish steamer “Paul Moller,” which 
landed 300 tons of Danish barley at Los- 
siemouth. The employment of the women, 
it was stated, did not meet with the ap- 
proval of the local unemployed, but, ac- 
cording to the harbor authorities, ‘omen 
stand the strain imposed on the muscles 


of the back in handling bags of grain bet- 
ter than men. 


t to Have Woman Mayor 
OR centuries a masculine seat of 
learning, Oxford, England, is to have 
a woman mayor. Lily Tawney, who has 


been chosen to the office, was also the 


first woman to be elected alderman of the 
historic English town. In addition to 
having demonstrated her ability as a city 
official, Miss Tawney is regarded as an 
expert on education. 
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Amelia Honored with Life Membership 


V ehen to show its great ap- 
| preciation of her brilliant demon- 

station that sex is no bar to dis- 
tinction in aviation, the National Wom- 
an’s Party chose Armistice Day to honor 
Amelia Earhart by conferring upon her 
an honorary life membership in the Party. 

The presentation was made in New 
York City by Anita Pollitzer, a Vice- 
Chairman of the Party, through whose 


efforts the $1,000 needed to create the life 


membership was raised at the recent 
Bienpial Convention of the Party in Wil- 
mington, Delaware. Decision to establish 


the life membership followed the receipt 


of a message to the Convention from the 
aviatrix, which read: 

„ am sorry that lecture engage 

ments prevent my attendance at the 

National Woman’s Party Convention. 

AB you know, I thoroughly share the 
belief of your group that sex should 
be no barrier to the opportunities 

open to women in modern life.” 
A charming feature of the presentation 
was the reading of a poem, “Up, Ship,” 
which had been written by Mrs. John Jay 
White, Chairman of the Connecticut 
Branch of the Woman’s Party, and dedi- 
cated to Miss Earhart. 

Contributions to the fund raised at the 
Biennial Dinner, November 4, which— 
including the $1,000 for the Earhart life 


as follows: 
“Glorified | HIcAO, Oct. 31. 
Housekeeping Mrs. Franklin 


D. Roosevelt, as 
principal speaker 
at Women's Day at 
the World's Fair, 
today called upon women of the nation to 
banish fear as a part of their contribu- 
tion to recovery. 

The President's wife commended wom- 
en for their increasing activities in 
myriad fields of endeavor, but had a word 
of warning for them to know how to finish 
what they started 


“The way. to make any movement suc- 
cessful is to know every step of the way. 


The Baltimore Sun, 
November 1, 1933. 


We women are frightened sometimes by 


the mere sound of the word ‘economics.’ 
That is only one of hundreds of things 
we must know if we are really going to 
understand our government.” | 

To women going into various activities, 
Mrs. Roosevelt had the admonition that 
they must do their work better than a 
man. 

The complications of government 
financing, which Mrs. Roosevelt said most 
women were afraid to study, are “pert 
fied housekeeping.” 


$1,000—Three pledges in this amount 


were made by the children of the late 


Mrs, Oliver H. P. Belmont, former presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Party, in honor of 
their mother, the donors being William K. 


Vanderbilt, Harold K. Vanderbilt and 


Consuelo Vanderbilt Balsan. 
$500—Mrs. William Kent, California. 


THE FORGOTTEN WOMAN 
By Marie W. Presstman, L.L.B. 


The Forgotten Woman is the counter- 
ie of the Forgotten Man, Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt discovered her. 

She is the woman who shares equally 
with the Forgotten Man in the woes of 
this latest and greatest depression. 

She =. inarticulate, quiescent and un- 


She is the farmer’s wife, doing an equal 
share of the farm labor. She is errone- 
ously labeled “housewife.” 

She is the wife of the unemployed 
laborer and the mother of many children. 

She is the unpaid teacher, the un- 
employed trained nurse, the “extra” at 
the movie studio. 

She is more numerous than the beggars 
— Broadway where she plies her pitiful 


e. 

She is the victim of the woman's place 
is in the home” tradition. She lacks edu - 
cation, initiative and suffers from an in- 
feriority complex. She has no rights that 


$300—Mrs. Coleman du Pont, Delaware. 
+ ee: Alfred I. du Pont, Dela- 
ware. 


Comment 
Medieval Laws HE problem 
Enslave Women of women's 


1 99 
Eleanor Morton % May to 


Ledger, 


the Nineteenth 
Amendment. But I 
found sufficient illu- 
mination on that count, at the annual 
meeting of the Philadelphia Branch of 
the National Woman’s Party, to convince 
me that the job of such an organization 
is still justified. 
The two speakers, Mrs. Florence Bay- 


ard Hilles and Miss Maud Younger, 


brought factual data and graphic indi- 
dents to prove that “rights for women” 
are still sketchy enough in many a State. 
And they added evidence from the Govern- 
ment itself, which—they stated—in its 
economy programs dismissed married 
women from their positions, as first to 
go, despite the hardship and tragedy that 
may occur. 

Perhaps the most badly treated citizen 
in the country today is the married wom- 
an. She seems to give up her rights, as 
a citizen, as a property owner, as a 
worker, when she takes to herself a spouse. 
In a good proportion of the States, Mrs. 


- $200—Sarah T. Colvin, Minnesota, 
newly-elected National Chairman of the 
Woman’s Party. 

$100—Mrs. Isaac Dixon, Maryland; 
John T. Raskob, Maryland; Margaret 
Williams, New York City; Mrs. Francis 
I. du Pont, Delaware; Mrs. Pope Yeat- 


man, Pennsylvania; Genevieve Fuller, 
Massachusetts; Mrs. John Jay White, 


New York; A. Marguerite Smith, Massa- 
chusetts; and Alma Lutz, North Dakota. 

$50—Julia Ortiz, Delaware; and Flor- 
ence Bayard Hilles, retiring National 
Chairman of the Woman’s Party, Dela- 
ware. 


$25—Mrs, Harvey W. Wiley, Washing- 
ton, D. C., former National Chairman of 
the Woman's Party; the Brooklyn- 
Manhattan Transit Railroad Women’s 
League; Sara B. Cummings, Pennsylvania 
Chairman of the National Woman’s 
Party; Genevieve Sheldon, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Minnesota Branch; and Mrs. 


G. F. Laidlaw, New York. 


$10—Mrs. Karl Green, New Mexico; 


Eunice G. Dyson, Virginia; Nina E. Allen- 


der, Washington, D. C.; the Government 
Workers’ Council, Washington, D. C. 
($5 each in the names of twins born to 
one of the members); Mrs. R. A. Fowler, 
Pennsylvania; Mrs. D. Williams; Mrs. 
Maurer, New Jersey; Marie W. Presst- 
man, Secretary of the Maryland Branch; 
and Marion Louise Kennedy, Delaware. 


Hilles gave facts to show married women 
have a status that is curiously medieval, 
after the * of the suffrage amend- 
ment. 


In Delaware, * added, women have 
protected themselves and others of their 
sex by the law enacted there: “No citizen 
shall be disqualified to hold and enjoy any 


office or public trust under the laws of 


this State by reason of sex.” But the same 


is far from true in many other common- 
wealths. 


In about half the States, she found, 
women have still legal disabilities to carry 
on a business without their husbands. 
She cited the case of Mrs. Ferguson, 
quaintly illustrative of this viewpoint in 
the law. Ma Ferguson, when elected Gov- 
ernor of Texas, could not assume office, 
it appears, as highest executive of her 
State, until Pa Ferguson signed a con- 
tract giving his consent. This domestic 


partnership somehow clarifies a great deal 


of the current matory of Texas, it seems 
to me! 


In one-third of the States, the status 
of the mother, in relation to her children, 
is inferior to the father’s. Therefore, in 
the role which, admittedly and by tradi- 
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tion, has been eminently hers to fill by 
dedication of her whole life to it, she 
stands in less authority than the father 

Mrs. Hilles related an occurrence in 


which she was one of the principals. A 


deserving mother came to her, to say she 
wished to make a loan, to put her daugh- 
ter through college and asked Mrs. Hilles 
if she would be guarantor, At once, and 
gladly, Mrs. Hilles assented. When they 
came to the bank, however, they found dif- 
ficulties. A woman as guarantor—to an- 
other woman? The propery of Mrs. Hilles, 
her national position, apparently did not 
count against the disability, financially, of 
being a woman. They had to go to an- 
other bank to make the transaction. 
And here is another story: A woman 
tried to arrange a real estate lease. She 
was refused. A man must sign her lease 
for her, she was firmly told. Her father 
signed. He became desperately ill and 
until his death she supported him, as 
well as the whole family. But the lease 


continued to carry his name as eee 


for her rentals. 


in 


One is amused at the persistence in the 
minds of business men of this ancient 
point of view, in the light of some of the 
occupations named as “unusual and new” 
for women, but in which they do engage, 
successfully, today: managers of timber 
camps, ditch tenders, mine operators, gun- 
smiths, stone masons, garage owners. In 
the professions, in the less spectacular 
business fields, they are already making 
their own mark. 

twenty-seven States, it appears, 
women are still barred from their citizens’ 


rights to interpret the law as jurors. The 


recent fluster in a Federal case, when a 
woman broke up a whole day’s work of 
assembling a panel, by tardy remem 
brance of her conscientious scruples, win 
perhaps cause some men to smile withou : 

regret at the fact that women aren't eligi- 
ble in more than half the country for 


jury service. But the women who have 


served on jury duty have amply prov 
their understanding of the law, and hav 
i addition been perhaps less susceptible 


Equal Rights 


to sentimentalty, in murder 592 than 
have been men jurors. 

Economically, there are two directions 
in which women still lack Equal Rights. 
A number of States discriminate against 
women in inheritance laws, Mrs. Hilles 
stated. And as interesting was it to 
have her add that in half the States of 
the Union women, if married, are denied 
power over their own property. Marriage 
thus disinherits a woman. 

This medieval attitude is still further 


‘exemplified by the laws of States which 


make a wife’s earnings the property of 
her husband. Apropos of that, Miss 
Maud Younger later told a story: A 
hard-working waitress came to court to 
protect herself against a worthless hus- 
band’s demands for her wages. My hus- 
band doesn't work, he doesn’t contribute 
to my support in any way,” she pleaded. — 
The judge intoned in reply: “You earn 


' wages. ‘They belong to your husband. 


Therefore he does contribute to your sup- 


port, if he has you spend them on — 
„ as W as on him.?“ 


Mrs. Colvin Baltimore 


ARAH T. COLVIN, newly elected Na- 
tional Chairman of the National 
Woman’s Party, was the guest of honor 
and speaker at the meeting Tuesday of 


tional Woman's Party at its headquar- 


ters, 19 West Chase street, Baltimore. In 


her address Mrs. Colvin reaffirmed the 


aims of the National Woman's Party and 


urged that renewed efforts be made for 
the passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment at the coming session of Congress. 


Emma Maddox Funck, president of the 
Baltimore Branch, presided. 


Speaks Before Penn Athletic Club 
T a meeting of the Penn Athletic 
Club, Tuesday morning, Emilie 


Doetsch, secretary of the Maryland 


Branch of the Woman’s Party, spoke on 


“The Need for the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment to the Federal Constitution.” The 
meeting was arranged by Minna E. K. 
Ketterer, secretary of the enn 


n of the Club. 


Carolyn Becker Heads Goucher Couneil 
DINNER meeting of the Equal 
Rights Council of Goucher College 

was held Friday, November 17, in the City 


Girls’ Centre of the Goucher campus. 


Carolyn Becker, a membér of the Senior 
Class, was elected chairman, succeeding 
Eleanor Byrd Howell. Miss Becker will 
hold the office until February, when a 
member of the Junior Class will be elected 
to succeed her. 

Plans are being formulated by the 
Council to secure speakers of note to ad- 
dress the entire student body of the Col- 


\ 
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lege, at Friday morning assemblies in the 
College chapel, on the Equal Rights 


Amendment, the Equal Nationality Bill 
and other phases of the National Woman's 


Party program. A meeting is also being 


the Baltimore City Branch of the Na- arranged at which the fanter tr slides 


depicting the early struggles of the Con- 
gressional Union, forerunner of the Na- 
tional Woman's Party, and the picketing 
of the White House for freedom will be 
shown. This meeting will be held in Ben- 


nett Hall before the Thanksgiving recess. 


A resolution was passed urging, How- 
ard W. J ackson, Mayor of Baltimore, and 
Lester E. Muller, president of the City 
Council, to use théir influence to have a 
woman appointed a member of the Coun- 


cil to fill the place left vacant by the 
death of City Councilman George Konig. 


The matter of the providing of seats in 
department stores for ‘salespersons was 
discussed. In Baltimore there is an ordi- 
nance providing seats for women workers, 
Bene. them to sit down while not 
actually engaged in the business of sell. 
ing, but this ordinance is not enforced. 
The Equal Rights Council has made a 
quiet investigation of conditions and, as 
a result, will urge the passage of an ordi- 
nance to provide seats for both men and 
women. 

Dr. Mary Wilhelmine Williams, profes- 
sor of history of Goucher College and 
sponsor of the Council, attended the 


Subscribe for EQUAL. RIGHTS 
| $2.00 a Ver 
19 West Chase Street Baltimore, Md. 


a Gift will to the 
National Woman's Party 
oA Believing that women should have 
qual Rights and opportunities with 
men before the law, in the pro- 
fessions, in industry, in education, in 
the church, in the home, and in the 
conduct of our Government, I give 
to the National Woman's Party, a 
corporation of Washington, D. C., 
to further its work for the advance- 
ment of women. 


In Your 


Washington offers much to make a holi- 
day here a memorable occasion. First. 
hand „R. A. and its 


and theatre productions. 


At the Dodge ‘you will find all the com- | 
‘fort that charm of environment, restful | 
rooms and delicious meals can bring. . 

Our Thanksgiving Dinner is a tradition 
at the Dodge. 


There is a “No repay” service 
throughout all departments of 
the hotel. 


| THE DODGE HOTEL | 
North Capitol and E Streets, N. W. 
| Washington, D. C. 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 
600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimore, Md. 
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